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FEBRUARY 2017 

 
This issue: 
 

 Next meeting 
 February Help days 
 Notes on December meeting 
 Chairman’s Report 
 Changes to Learning Centre 
 Your Committee 
 Comments, queries, ads, etc. 
 New Members 
 February and March Diaries 
 How to join a course 
 All Course details 

 

We had a mixed bag meeting in December with various 

members talking about different programs and Apps.   It was 

all very interesting with Skype demonstrations, S Health 

demonstration, WhatsApp lessons and advice.  We also 

learned about Chromecast and how easy it is to show on TV 

anything you want to download onto your computer.  We 

had a delicious Christmas coffee break (a big THANK YOU to  

Jenny and your team) followed by the lucky number draw 

which was won by Don Kirk who received a 16mg flash drive 

— an excellent start to Christmas for him.  After  a short talk 

on FrogPrints we broke up to see demonstrations and the 

chance to ask more questions of the presenters.   

Notes from December Meeting Dawn 

. 

 

FEBRUARY 
HELP  DAYS 

 

10:00 AM  Tues,  7 Feb 

10:00 AM  Tues,  14 Feb 
10:00 AM  Tues, 21 Feb 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 3rd February 
at 10.00 am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Road and Vincent 

Street 
 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds 
and disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 
 

Our Guest Speaker is Gillian Eadie who will speak about 
improving Memory Skills. This is not your RAM or HDD 
but what’s inside your head. 
 
The mini speaker is Brian who will cover  the new USB 
standard USB C  and introduce the latest iteration of  
Taking The Plunge 

Some things are just better left unsaid—and I usually realize it right after I say them. 

http://www.seniornetpakuranga.org.nz
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Welcome back to a new year with SeniorNet. Under the planning and guidance of Jim Currie we have 
successfully replaced the computer desks in the training room. This gives more legroom, more desk top 
space and with the retirement of 4 older computers, we now have unobstructed space for laptops and 
tablets. My thanks to Jim and the team who did the dismantling, disposal and replacement setups. We 
have 4 LED 17 inch monitors surplus and available for brown note donation. They are the older 4:3  
aspect ratio and have VGA plus only so they will not connect to an HDMI socket. Probably a good up-
grade if you still have one of the heavy CRT type monitors. They have inbuilt speakers and a USB outlet. 

We are looking to introduce more short “how to” sessions, say one hour long or thereabouts. The  
topics really depend on finding leaders and helpers for such sessions but what we have in mind is less 
formal than a full course and not just one tutor. I think if two or three people who are regular users of 
a feature, could work together in the training room, with those who want to learn say Skype, Facebook, 
and Trade Me to think of a few. It could extend to the big range of Smartphone APPs. Rather than  
taking on a whole class which can be daunting, these short sessions could even be one-one one. 

If you are at all able to help please contact me or Graeme FitzGerald with an indication of interest. We 
can then see about putting a group together. 

Xtra users should have got through the changes by now. My apologies for writing much earlier that a 
password change wasn’t needed. Technically that is true, but with the massive security breaches at  
Yahoo in recent time all passwords were required to be changed to protect the new Email Server. 

Have a great year. 

Chairman’s Report         Brian Erikson 

 
Learning Centre Updates 
 

 Your committee  approved a proposal on 18th 
November to update the desk top furniture in our 
Learning Centre with new table top desks. The tables 
were ordered from a local supplier, Clint Sorby of IRL, 
Furniture Manufacturers of East Tamaki.   Our team of 
helpers, Dick, Mike, Graeme,  Brian, Mervyn, Terry and 
Jim, removed and disposed of redundant equipment 
then reconnected ready for the next Help session on 
13th December. A great team effort. 
Our aim was to enhance the learning experience of our 
members and to allow for changes in technology. 
The table tops give a new fresh look to the room with 
the added benefits of : 
 More desk space for laptops, tablets, mobiles 
 Reduce by 4 (half) the older desktop pc’s 
 Steel frame legs allow more room and less clutter 

underneath 
 Prepared by Jim Currie - Secretary 

New tables on the PC side  

New Tables on the Laptop, Tablet side 

As we were 

Pakuranga 
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Comments,  Queries, 
Suggestions, 

Free Advertising 

 

Chairman,  Training Room 

 Brian Erikson 534 4798 
brian@erikson.net.nz 

 

Secretary Jim Currie 533 4221 
jimcurrie@live.com 

 

Treasurer Kevin Browne 534 4499 
kjbrowne@xtra.co.nz 

 

Asst Treasurer  Ces Jacobsen 273 4413 
cljacobsen@clear.net.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
 Robyn Carter 534 4525 

robynandtc@clear.net.nz 
 

Course Co-ordinator   
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 
  g.fitzg14@gmail.com 

 

Course Co-ordination Assistant 
   John Bate  570 5468 

john.jean@xtra.co.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor 534 3482 
alicewarrentay@gmail.com 

 

Assistant to Chairman 
 Mervyn Coward 576 8737 

4merv.c@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth  576 6798 
dawn@orcon.net.nz 

 
I have put up with my email working slower than a 
snail for over a year. I have just become used to it 
although it made me pretty grumpy sometimes.  
However in October Microsoft changed their  
program and my Outlook email finally died.  I tried 
phoning my provider (Orcon), they told me to ring 
Microsoft.  Microsoft told me it will cost me to talk to 
them.  I tried our wonderful Help day, and they 
eventually said phone Rein van de Vusse.  
(021 1344991)  I did and the very next day he came 
to my home, reinstalled Outlook, everything is  
running perfectly, at the speed of light, and I can’t 
stop smiling.  All that putting up with a shabby  
system that just needed an expert knowledge and  
tuning. The problem was explained to me in  
layman’s language that even I could understand.   
Rein gives a special discounted rate for us  
Seniornetters and it says on his business card if he 
can’t fix it he doesn’t charge.  Don’t put up with a 
computer that isn’t working right when it can be so 
easy to fix.     Dawn 

Please email your comments, suggestions or ads to 
dawn@orcon.net.nz by the 15th of the month for 
inclusion in next SeniorNet newsletter. 

C O M M I T T E E 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

For the first time in over a year, 
we have NO new members. 

This is very sad and I hope we can do  
better next month. Our membership is  

currently 262 and we need 300 to be worry
-free.  Chat-up your friends, neighbours 
and relatives, I am sure they would enjoy 

Pakuranga SeniorNet. 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:jimcurrie@live.com
mailto:kjbrowne@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cljacobsen@clear.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:alicewarrentay@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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Courses, Workshops and Tutors 

 

To attend any courses, please telephone or email the tutor and make a booking. 

Should you wish to join a class which isn’t currently in the diary, contact the tutor and discuss the 
scheduling of class at a future date.  If you would like to learn something we don’t currently teach, 
contact  Graeme FitzGerald, Course Co-Ordinator, who will enquire about a tutor for you. 

All courses cost $5, per day.  Please pay thie course fee to the tutor on the first day 
of your course. 

It is essential that you park on the road when attending a course.    
No parking is permitted on site. 

Please also wear your name badge on the course (or at any SeniorNet meeting).  
It is a helpful and friendly courtesy to others. 

Date Day        Event  

02 Thu Windows 10    2 1:00pm 

03 Fri Monthly Meeting  10:00am 

07 Tue HELP Session 10:00am 

08 Wed Word Power    1 10:00am 

09 Thu Taking the Plunge    1 10:00am 

13 Mon 
Advanced Word  
Processing    1 

1:00pm 

14 Tue HELP Session  10:00am 

15 Wed Word Power    2 10:00am 

16 Thu Taking the Plunge    2 10:00am 

17 Fri Committee Meeting  9:30am 

20 Mon 
Advanced Word  
Processing    2 

1:00pm 

21 Tue HELP Session 10:00am 

22 Wed Word Power    3 10:00am 

22 Wed Apple iPads & iPhones  1:00pm 

23 Thu Windows 10    1 1:00pm 

23 Thu Taking the Plunge    3 10:00am 

27 Mon 
Smart Phones/Tablets 
(Android)  

10:00am 

27 Mon 
Advanced Word  
Processing    3 

1:00pm 

FEBRUARY Diary MARCH Diary 

Date Day        Event  

02 Thu Windows 10    2 1:00pm 

03 Fri Monthly Meeting  10:00am 

07 Tue HELP Session  10:00am 

08 Wed Email    1 10:00am 

14 Tue 
Genealogy -  
Getting Started    1 

10:00am 

15 Wed Email    2 10:00am 

16 Thu Help Session  10:00am 

17 Fri Committee Meeting  10:00am 

20 Mon Facebook  10:00am 

21 Tue 
Genealogy -  
Getting Started    2 

10:00am 

23 Thu Taking the Plunge    1 10:00am 

27 Mon Help Session 10:00am 

28 Tue Genealogy Research    1 10:00am 

29 Wed Apple iPads & iPhones  1:00pm 

30 Thu Windows 10    1 1:00 pm 

30 Thu Taking the Plunge    2 10:00am 
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COURSES / WORKSHOPS  CURRENTLY  AVAILABLE 

Advanced Word Processing 
Follows on from Word Power using Word 2007/10 and 
covers advanced features of Word. 

3 Sessions of 2 Hours          Fee: $15.00 
 Contact: Maureen Keys   ph: 271 5553 

or Email:  keysm@clear.net.nz 

Apple iPads & iPhones 
Bring your own iPad or iPhone and learn what it can do. 
  

1 Session of 2 Hours                     Fee: $5.00 
              Contact: Dick Harris   ph: 576 9483 

or Email:  rharris@ihug.co.nz 

Email 
Using Microsoft Outlook, Live Mail and Google’s Gmail, 
learn how to send and receive emails.  

2 Sessions of 2 Hours                 Fee: $10.00 
               Contact: Jim Currie   ph: 533 4221 

or Email:  jim.c@clear.net.nz 

Genealogy - Getting Started 
Come and learn how to record your family history for the 
next generation using RootsMagic.  

2 Sessions of 2 Hours                 Fee: $10.00 
Contact: Graeme FitzGerald  ph: 272 9271 

or Email:  g.fitzg14@gmail.com 

Genealogy Research 
This course focuses on how to carry out genealogy  
research using the internet and local resources.  

2 Sessions of 2 Hours                 Fee: $10.00 
Contact: Graeme FitzGerald  ph: 272 9271 

or Email:  g.fitzg14@gmail.com 

Help Session   (No Booking Required) 
Bring your problems to a help session where one of your 
fellow SeniorNet members will help you.  

2 Sessions of 2 Hours                   Fee:      Nil 
Contact: Graeme FitzGerald  ph: 272 9271 

or Email:  g.fitzg14@gmail.com 

Picasa   (Digital Photography) 
Learn how to transfer images from camera to computer 
then edit, add text, make slides shows. 

2 Sessions of 2 Hours                Fee: $10.00 
Contact:              brian@erikson.net.nz 

or:     haackoinhowick@gmail.com 

Smart Phones/Tablets   (Android) 
Bring your Android Smartphone and tablets to this  
workshop and learn what they can do.  

1 Session of 2 Hours                   Fee: $5.00 
Contact:             brian@erikson.net.nz 

Taking the Plunge 
It is suggested that this course should be taken by every 
beginner. 
  

3 Sessions of 2 Hours                Fee: $15.00 
Contact: Brian Erikson   ph: 535 8690 

or Email:  brian@erikson.net.nz 

Windows 10 
An introduction to Windows 10. Learn about the new  
features in this operating system. 
  

2 Session of 2 Hours                     Fee: $10.0 
              Contact: Dick Harris   ph: 576 9483 

or Email:  rharris@ihug.co.nz 

Word Power 
Learn how to Type up a document using Microsoft Office 
Word, as well as Libra Office Writer.  

3 Sessions of 2 Hours                 Fee: $15.00 
               Contact: Jim Currie   ph: 533 4221 

or Email:  jim.c@clear.net.nz 


