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    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
PO Box 82-306 Highland Park, Auckland 2143 

MARCH 2020 

 

7 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Sue McKay 
Pam Hughes 
Rex Buckley 
Frank Solomon 
Judith Solomon 
Jane Ebbett 
Vivienne Mourie 

This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 March Help days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Notes on February meeting 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 

MARCH 

HELP DAYS 
 
Tuesday 03 March  @ 10:00 AM 
Friday 13 March @ 1 :00 PM 
Wednesday 18 March @ 1 :00 PM 
Tuesday 24 March  @ 10:00 AM 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses 
and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/  

 

Our next Meeting,  

Friday 6th March 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 
The main entrance is in Vincent Street 
with parking in the grounds and disa-
bled parking near the basement en-
trance. 

Visitors welcome 
 

The early speaker will be April Hickmott, Mobile  
Service Manager at Independent Living.  This is a 
not-for-profit charity which, since early 1980’s has 
been providing the Auckland community with  
information and equipment to assist individuals to 
continue to live safely and independently in their own 
homes. 
 

The main speaker will show us Auckland Transport 
Apps such “Parking” and “Mobile” for journey  

planning.  

Telephone 09 576 4500 

 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

 

 

 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

Feel like a break in Dunedin? The SeniorNet Federation is holding a Symposium and AGM at the 
Chisholm Park Golf Course, 16 Tahuna Road, South Dunedin. It will run from 3pm on the 6th May to 
3pm on the 7th with dinner and social time. We are looking for members interested in representing 
SeniorNet Pakuranga at this event noting that many SeniorNets have 5 or more reps attending. You 
could extend your stay with other exploration around the lower South Island. Contact Brian for addi-
tional details and what support we could offer. 

Closer to home we are seeking a backup Newsletter Editor to support Dawn if she happens to be away 
at publication time. You will be given training in Publisher, the App that Dawn used. It might be that 
you have the role of newsletter editor in another organisation and would find that learning about  
Publisher will help you in that role as well. For more information please contact Dawn. 

Vocational Service Manager, RESTCARE HOMES TRUST, AUCKLAND has enquired about onsite training 
for some of their staff and clients, in groups of two or so, covering the use of the internet, emails and 
Word. This would be for volunteers to visit either Flat Bush or Weymouth at a mutually agreed time. 
We have looked at our current Tutor availability and could not assist but there may be interest from 
our members. If that interests you please contact Brian. 

Notes from February Meeting           Dawn Howarth 

 

What a great meeting.  Brian welcomed 9 new members,  and suggested those who had 
hearing difficulty should sit near the aisle in rows 3-4 where hearing aid enhancement  
technology has been installed.  He also said any comments or questions from members 
would be repeated over the microphone to ensure everyone could hear them. 

Brian also gave a very informative talk on The Importance of Storage.  Not something we 
think about really but how important it is to all of us.  He pointed out our brains would have 
been the first storage created, eventually followed by rock carving, runes, then quills and 
scrolls and eventually print, where all information was stored in books. This has been  
followed by computerisation and now we have iCloud (earning providers over $20billion a 
year, expected to grow to $100b in the next year or two)  There is also incredible solid state 
memory in our home computers.  We also have food, fuel, water, energy storage.  Huge  
advances are being made into renewable energy provision and storage.  Electric power for 
cars and hydrogen power for heavy vehicles, trains, buses, ferries are major projects being 
encouraged by Governments to keep up with the demand required to keep us moving and 
hopefully saving the planet at the same time. 

Our lucky prize draw winner was Jenny Leyland.   Before the tea break Brian asked for a few 
volunteers to help pour the tea and coffee.  If you are able to help in this way again, please 
talk to one of people who are doing that now as Doug will be away for our next meeting. 

continued . . . 
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After coffee time we were 
introduced to Hilary Arrowsmith, 
Senior Librarian, Programmes 
and Events, at Auckland 
Libraries, who was assisted by 
Jane.  Hilary told us about 
eResources available completely 
free of charge provided by 
Auckland libraries. 
If you go to the library you can 
use their free wifi, get their help 
to set up your device to receive 
ebooks, magazines, 
newspapers.  You can of course 
do all of this from home but help 
is there if you need it.  You can, 
using the library wifi, access Find 
My Past and Ancestry to work on 
your family tree without having to join Ancestry.  You can also access Ancestry free at our Help 
Days and at our Genealogy classes, although the usual class fee still applies. 
 
Through the library app you can  

 Join Libby and/or BorrowBox and access 
books wherever you are in the world  

 Access audio books—wonderful to listen to 
for those with sight difficulties, travelling in 
the car, out walking.  

 Read books, magazines and newspapers 
from all over the world  

 Choose which language you wish to use 
 Receive advance notice of events that are 

planned at any of the libraries 
 Borrow up to 35 books at any one time. 
 Extend the borrow time in many instances for a further few weeks. 
 They will return themselves at the end of the borrow period. 
 Every time you open the book it will be at the page you were reading. 
 It is simple to adjust the font type and size, darken or brighten the display. 
 eNewspapers  —  PressReader, from over 100 countries are available in 56 different 

languages. 
 eMagazines —  rb, hundreds from all over the world to choose from.  These have no return 

date, just delete them when you want to. Both magazines and newspapers can be enlarged 
by spreading two fingers on your screen in the normal way. 

 Newspapers and magazines have current issues immediately available. 
 Beamafilm—you can watch movies, documentaries, children’s movies online. 
 Overdrive—you can download older movies and keep for up to 7 days. 
 lynda.com Tutorials—learn online. 
 IELTS— help learn English reading and writing for immigrants. 
 History and Heritage—Images of our history, for any project you want to illustrate. 
 Podcasts of concerts, books. 
 There is heaps to investigate.  See Summary Sheet on our website and attached. 

 
Most amazingly, all the above is free.   How lucky we are to have such wonderful facilities 
available to us and all the help we require just but visiting our library. 
 
Thank you Hilary and Jane for a fabulous and informative talk.  Thank you also to our 
organisers for coming up trumps again. 
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Comments,  Queries, 
Suggestions, 

Free Advertising 

 

Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 
brian@senpak.nz 

 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager   
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator   
  Mike Empson   535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins       021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 
 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth  576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

C O M M I T T E E 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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MARCH 

HELP DAYS 
 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet 
to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash or cheque to the first session. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

Tuesday 03 March     @    10:00 AM 
Friday 13 March         @    1 :00 PM 
Wednesday 18 March @   1 :00 PM 
Tuesday 24 March      @   10:00 AM 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

