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    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
PO Box 82-306 Highland Park, Auckland 2143 

JUNE 2020 

 

 

2 NEW MEMBERS 
 

    
Garnet Tregonning 

Margaret Hawkeswood 

This issue: 
 

 Next meeting  

 New members 

 Bits and Bytes  

 Dawn’s ramblings  

 Your Committee and a few smiles 

 Help is at hand 

 
Our next Meeting,  

We still don’t know but 
hope it won’t be too  

much longer. 
 

 
Stop Press:   See Brian’s 
Bits and Bytes for a test 
run of a general meeting by 
Zoom next Friday. 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

Greetings from our E-Bubble 

We have conducted a number of on- line workshops with up to 9 people participating in the largest. 
We have also run two committee meetings in the same way. This has given us some experience with 
the product Zoom. 

Next Friday 22nd we will attempt an E-based monthly meeting at 10.30 am and keep it to about 1 hour. 
Our experience with on-line workshops is that the concentration required is greater than meeting face 
to face particularly for presenters hence the shorter time. 

What will happen is that you will receive a usual email advice which will include a link to click if you 
want to be included. If you don’t have Zoom the product will initiate its own download and  
installation. There may be one or two times you need to intervene with a “tick” to agree to proceed. 
Actually you can do this well ahead of the scheduled meeting and then you know you are ready, then 
close Zoom and comeback to the link nearer the meeting time. This is a link to a basic “how to Zoom” 
You Tube video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

This applies to PCs and tablets. With a PC you need at least that it will display a video and has a  
speaker for sound. 

There is a price limit of 100 in our particular Zoom licence (we would need 300 plus for the full club 
but that’s a 12-month payment of about $2,200) so its first come first served. If you miss out we will 
record the meeting and provide a replay option. 

We will set some pre–meeting conditions such as muting your microphone as I doubt we can manage 
100 people talking together. You have the option of also turning off your video camera if you are still 
in pyjamas or the table needs clearing, etc. Zoom provides a Chat button and you can use that to lodge 
questions, and if everyone opens their chat button they will see the question and the name of the sub-
mitter. 

The picture below shows a typical Zoom screen with the controls that you have access to. If you have 
to leave early click on the Leave Meeting button, lower right and pick-up later with the video  
recording. The host has a different button End Meeting if it gets out of control.  I was not in  
San Francisco in this picture; its just a virtual background you can use or even create your own. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E


 

Page 3 of 5 

 
 

Dawn’s Ramblings 

 

Well freedom at last — and I’m scared of it.  Hard to believe how much I missed friends,  
coffee dates, hugs and all the nice things that retired people can do.  Now we are allowed to 
resume them, I want to stay home.  I never saw empty roads, queues at supermarkets, 
closed shopping centres.  I started staying home when I heard of panic buying prior to our 
lockdown, and now have had 54 days without leaving our village.  Yesterday I had to attend 
a funeral and having discovered my car battery was flat, we quickly emptied hubby’s car so 
we could take two friends with us, and off we went.  Today I learnt that I can press a button 
on the dashboard of my car and the start button at the same time, and just like magic, the car 
started.  Incredible.  Aint technology wonderful - I love it.  Then it was drive for 30 minutes to 
recharge the battery and all should be well. 

Life seemed so easy in lockdown, the groceries arrived, walks were lovely, the whole pace of 
life was great.  I like the leisure I have become used to.    Am I the only one like that or have I 
just become lazy? 

I have been thrilled lately to see tuis visiting the tree just outside our window. I have had a tui 
feeder hanging there since Christmas 2018 and last month the tuis found it. I took a video to 
send around the world (to both my friends), although I don’t expect David Attenborough will 
be asking for a copy. I am in heaven watching them.  Their colours are magnificent when the 
sun shines on them.  Oh they are a joy and can’t fail to lift your spirits.  I hope busier roads 
don’t frighten them away. 

Here’s hoping we can keep those “No new cases” days rolling on.  We need them and I do a 
happy dance every time—not a pretty sight.  Hopefully by this time next month, all our  
restrictions will be history and we will be able to have our meetings again.   Now wouldn’t 
that be great.   Keep smiling — and start hugging your friends again. 
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Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 
brian@senpak.nz 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 

Systems Manager   
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

Course Co-ordinator   
  Mike Empson   535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 

  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 
maggie@senpak.nz 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins       021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth  576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

C O M M I T T E E 

 
There are two ways of arguing with a woman. 

 
Neither one works. 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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Help is at hand! 

Before Contacting one of our tutors below: 

If you have a problem with your computer download the app "AnyDesk". 

Click here to learn how to download AnyDesk onto your computer 

If you have an issue with your phone or tablet go to Play Store and download 
AnyDesk. 

For Help With: 

Google Mail & Sheets, Picasa, Smartphones/Tablets:  

Contact: Brian Erikson @ brian@senpak.nz 

 

For Help With:  

Windows 10, Apple iPads: 

Contact: Dick Harris @ dick@senpak.nz 

 

For Help With:  

Facebook, WhatsApp: 

Contact:  Diane McGregor @ diane@senpak.nz 

 

For Help With:  

Genealogy, Windows 10 Photos: 

Contact: Graeme FitzGerald @ graeme@senpak.nz 

 

For Help With:  

MS Excel: 

Contact: Mike Empson @ mike@senpak.nz 

 

For Help With:  

MS Word: 

Contact: Janet Gardner @ janet@senpak.nz 

 

For any other assistance email: help@senpak.nz  

When requesting help from any of the above, please include 
your Name, Membership Number & Phone Number. 

https://senpak.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=443c5bf810369f7fff8984644&id=237de114bd&e=6146d09a54
mailto:brian@senpak.nz
mailto:dick@senpak.nz
mailto:diane@senpak.nz?subject=I%20need%20help%20with%3A
mailto:graeme@senpak.nz?subject=I%20need%20help%20with%3A
mailto:mike@senpak.nz?subject=I%20need%20Help%20with%3A
mailto:janet@senpak.nz?subject=I%20need%20help%20with%3A
mailto:help@senpak.nz?subject=I%20need%20help%20with

