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Our next Meeting,  

Friday 2 December 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street 
with parking in the grounds and  

disabled parking near the basement entrance. 
Visitors welcome 

Masks preferred 

The early speaker will of course be Kate. After a special 
Christmas morning tea and flying paper planes  
competition,  Robert Finley will tell us how to store and 
find photos in our computers/phones, etc. (Interactively  
Classifying Photographs). 

 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
PO Box 82-306 Highland Park, Auckland 2143 DECEMBER 2022 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

 
2 NEW MEMBERS 

 
Doug Johnston 
Marianne Tucker 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

 

We are looking forward to the December morning tea being organised by Rosemary and 
Lesley. And Kate will take us back to childhood with plans for paper aeroplanes and a flight 
contest. Please don’t fly them in the Sanctuary but the tea room hall is fine and it will be  
easier to ensure that we don’t leave debris behind. 

In the November meeting Kate explained the vast range of electronic media available from 
Auckland Library.  

This has been backed up by Highland Park Library staff who are looking to help people get 
ready for the upcoming summer holidays by offering a FREE workshop and one-on-one  
sessions on how to use ebooks and audiobooks. Call in and arrange a session. 

The session on Gmail extras is reproduced as a pdf file which you can view on the link  
below. Once you are at the file just move down to flick through the pages. 

https://www.senpak.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Gmail-Extra.pdf 

 

As an ancillary here is  What Google Knows About You 

Have you ever wondered what Google knows about you? You might be surprised by how 
much Google knows about you, and you may want to change that. 

Google knows a lot about you. When you type a few words into a search box, you may not 
realize it, but Google records a great deal of information about you and your search. 

Google is open about the data they collect. When you search on Google, they collect the  
following data: 

• Things you search for 

• Websites you visit 

• Videos you watch 

• Ads you click on or tap 

• Your location 

• Device information 

• IP address and cookie data 

This data is stored in a cookie, which identifies you and your device and which is linked to a 
profile of you in Google’s data centres. By triangulating that data, Google can know even 
more about you, because they track you across websites using cookies that respond to their 
ad code. In this way, they know what you search for when you use Google, but also any time 
you surf the Web. 

Sure, not all websites use Google Ads, but most use Google Analytics, a free tool that pro-
vides statistics to webmasters. So even if you use an ad blocker and don’t see Google ads, 
chances are that most websites you visit are still aggregating information about you.  

 Continued ... 

https://www.senpak.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Gmail-Extra.pdf
https://privacy.google.com/your-data.html
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Back in the day, all of this data was kept secret. Over time, Google opened up to allow users 
to see some of it. You can go to the My Activity page on Google to see everything 
Google knows about you.(control click on the underlined link above) 
You’ll find every search you’ve made, most of the websites you’ve visited — because of 
Google Analytics — and even more if you’re signed into a Google account. If you’ve used a 
Google app, then that information shows up as well. Here’s an example: on October 1, 
Google activity lists 140 items: 

 

A number of them were searches in Google Maps, some were general web searches, some 
were image searches, and some were news searches. 

If you go to the Other Google Activity page, you can see more. There you can see your loca-
tion history (if you’ve allowed Google to collect your location), and any device information 
which “stores a copy of the contacts, calendars, apps, and other data from your devices,” if 
you allow this. And there’s more on this page, such as Google Play Sound history — if you 
use this feature — and YouTube “not interested” feedback. You can control some of these 
features on the Activity Control page. 
You can also download an archive of your past searches from this page. You might want to 
do this to see what you’ve searched, and you might be surprised by what you find if you’re a 
long-time Google user. 

 

Google lets you see its Ads Settings. You can see what it thinks you’re interested in, and you 
can exclude certain topics. But these topics are vague enough as to not be very useful. 

 

On this page, there’s a link to the AdChoices page, where you can turn off personalized ads 
from more than 100 companies. Or you can just turn off ad personalization globally by clicking 
the toggle near the top of this page. 
 

 
 

How to See What Google Knows 

How to Manage Google Ads Settings 

https://myactivity.google.com/myactivity
https://myactivity.google.com/more-activity
https://myaccount.google.com/activitycontrols
https://adssettings.google.com/authenticated
http://www.youronlinechoices.com/uk/your-ad-choices
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Ramblings       Dawn Howarth 
 
 
 
 
 

Goodness gracious me, December is almost here and I’m nowhere near ready for it.  I’m  
beginning to panic.  I think of all the things I should have done already and still don’t feel like 
doing—Christmas cards, Christmas morning or afternoon teas I should have for those rarely 
seen, phone calls I should make because it’s Christmas.  Oh dear, it is exhausting just think-
ing about it.  Does everyone feel like that?  I would like to wave my magic wand and it would 
be January and all the fuss, mess and over-indulgence would be behind me, relax time would 
be here, New Year resolutions ignored, and a cool gin and tonic would be in my hand.  Now 
I’m smiling. 

I do hope each and every one of you has a very happy Christmas, with lots of family and 
friends, no problems and to make it perfect, self-watering gardens.  I really look forward to 
seeing you at our December meeting and then after safe and easy celebrations, I hope to see 
you 3 February, smiling and ready to do it all again. 
 

PS:  I have just spent the last hour making paper planes and I loved it — See Kate’s Take and 
try it. I had to pause the demos quite often but it was easy and I’m ready to go next week. 

PPS:  I have just discovered the cost of sending a small parcel to England—outrageous. I am 
now going to keep 3 parcels, telephone and send cards.  I have also written and asked those 
people not to send me anything at all, and to use the gift and postage cost to have a nice 
morning tea from he and me. 
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Kate’s  Take    Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued 
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Kate’s  Take continued 

 

Brian’s talk about Gmail has been put on our website as a PDF document. To read it just click on the  
following link and when the site responds just page down to move through the document. 

https://www.senpak.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Gmail-Extra.pdf 

The items covered are: 

• Put a Gmail icon on your Tool Bar  

• Add extra Gmail addresses to your base Google 
account  

• How to Send Voice Messages in Gmail using Vocal  

• Managing Gmail from Outlook or similar email 
clients 

• Now reverse  -  managing Outlook or similar email 
clients from Gmail 

• Delete a Gmail/Google Account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLY YOUR OWN PAPER PLANE AT OUR 
CHRISTMAS MEETING!!! 

 

All you need is a piece of A4 paper. With a few deft folds it is possible to make a paper 
plane fly over 70 metres. The challenge is out folks. How far will your paper plane fly? 
Ladies, show the men how it’s done and Grandparents amaze the kids. 
 

Go to YouTube and enter “How to make a world record A4 paper airplane” then give it a 
go.  There are lots of different designs you can try. Find out which one works the best for 
you and join the air pageant in the tea room at our meeting on 2 December.  Maybe you 
should write your name on your plane in the event of inflight dogfights or producing a 
winning flight. 
A prize for everyone who has a go and a grand prize for the plane that goes the furthest. 

 

       

https://www.senpak.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Gmail-Extra.pdf
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Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 
brian@senpak.nz 

 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager   
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator   
  Mike Empson   535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins       021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

C O M M I T T E E 

 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learnin  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

DECEMBER 

HELP DAYS 
 

TUES  6 December 10am 
THUR  8 December 10am 
MON 12 December 10am 
THUR 15 December 10am 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

There will be no Help Days in January 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

