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3 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Inga Bartels 
Graeme Leaning 
Robyn Langstone 

This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 March Help days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 3rd March 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and disa-
bled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 

 

The main speaker will be another surprise.  That really 
means we haven’t been able to confirm the speaker yet  
but are certainly working on it.  Of course we will have our  
wonderful Kate to entertain us before coffee time. 

 

  

MARCH 

HELP DAYS 
Monday   27 February 1pm 
Wednesday  8 March  10am 
Tuesday   14 March  10am 
Monday   20 March  1pm 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
PO Box 82-306 Highland Park, Auckland 2143 MARCH 2023 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

A horrendous few days. Luckily most of the Howick Pakuranga Botany area escaped the full fury of the 
cyclone, however our sympathies if you were impacted. 

There has been much comment about infrastructure resilience but more importantly I think will be 
the resilience of those badly impacted at home and in their businesses. Just imagine if your home or 
business was wiped out. The immediate is bad enough then how do you face the and long term  
recovery. 

Ahead of the cyclone I had bought a battery power pack. It had a torch and reading light built in can 
drive 230 volt mains devices such as phone charger and laptop and USB power for anything that can 
be connected. It charges from mains or your car lighter socket and having an electric car it’s not likely 
to run the car battery flat. This was put to the test at the height of the winds when the long span 
11,000 Volt lines leading down to Eastern Beach arced a couple of times. At the first outage the power  
recovered but at about 9pm we had a spectacular flare and a second outage This lasted 14 hours and 
by that time the nearer cell sites and fibre distribution cabinets has discharged their backup power so 
my own power pack was good for as long as the remainder of the  chain kept going. 

That’s a minor version of what happened in many East Coast communities and I note that the first 

network response has been to deploy Starlink terminals using Elon Musk’s low orbit satellites to get 

some form of coms going. 

Unimaginable grief has fallen on so many this last week and we really had it so easy that I feel guilty.  I 
can’t imagine how it must be to have your home, business and life swept away in minutes.  
Communities completely cut off from help and roads that will take months to repair, provided we 
don’t have more wind and rain.  You have no idea how grateful I am that we live in Auckland and have 
come through unscathed.  I have always said I wouldn’t swap my problems for anyone else’s problems 
and Cyclone Gabrielle has magnified that belief. 

I have had a friend staying with us for the last few weeks who seems to spend her life travelling.  She 
left us today to cruise back to the UK over the next 8 weeks. I must admit, I wouldn’t mind her 
problems, at least for the next few months.   

Take care, be grateful for the mercy we have been shown, and come to our next meeting—we need 
you. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued 
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Kate’s  Take continued 
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Kate’s  Take continued 
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Comments,  Queries, 
Suggestions, 

Free Advertising 

 
 

C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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MARCH 

HELP DAYS 
Monday  27 February 1pm 
Wednesday 8 March  10am 
Tuesday  14 March  10am 
Monday  20 March  1pm 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding hairline.                              Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp. 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

