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3 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Rasheda Tahir 
Beverley Smith 
Ian George 

This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 May Help days 
 New members 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 5TH MAY 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with 
parking in the grounds and disabled parking 

near the basement entrance. 
 

Visitors welcome 

The early speaker will be ever-interesting Kate Senner 
and yet another App. 

The main speaker will be a Community Constable from  
the new Howick Police Station speaking about Community 
Safety, Neighbourhood Watch and Howick/Pakuranga  
generally.   

 

MAY  

HELP DAYS 
 

01 May (Mon)    1:00 PM    
10 May (Wed)    10:00 AM  
17 May (Wed)    10:00 AM  
24 May (Wed)    10:00 AM   

How lucky am I.  We returned from another short and very lovely few days cruising on the Murray  
River.  Again I packed too much, still I did improve and improvise.  Coming home there were staff 
shortages at Adelaide and Auckland airports, so I pushed the wheelchair—no problem—until we were 
in Auckland and I had a luggage trolley and a wheelchair.  I tried to instruct hubby to steer the luggage 
while I pushed him and the trolley.  Quite a sight we were for a while until an offer of help mercifully 
arrived.  That will see me staying home for a while now. Although travelling is wonderful, staying 
home is “wonderfuller”.   Now all I have to do is stop looking at the travel ads that are everywhere .   
I love them, I read all of them and dream.    Will I ever learn. 

Ramblings   (Wow, I have made the front page)     Dawn Howarth 
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BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

About 30 years ago when the internet was about 10 years old I downloaded a document titled  
something like the Technical Tower of Babel. It was a 300 page reference to technical jargon and  
abbreviations in vogue at the time. 
It never stops and many more chapters will have been added in the intervening years. As members 
who were present when Kate described two of the latest: Virtual Reality and its near neighbour 
demonstrated Assisted Reality.  
Now another has popped up in recent news items worrying the teaching profession,  
Artificial Intelligence, particularly in the form of Chat GPT which is developed by San Francisco based 
start-up OpenAI, co-founded by Elon Musk and Sam Altman with support from a number of investors 
including Microsoft. 
Chat GPT is an online Application that can prepare documents, essays, write computer code, etc. The 
user has to give a reasonable description of the outcome expected and away it goes. The process is to 
look up its vast store of similar files and craft an answer based on your input needs. Apparently, the 
results are very good but one commentator has said Artificial Yes, Intelligent No. You could try it  
yourself, search for Chat GPT and sign up. Its so popular you may have some wait time.  Microsoft has 
now added a version called Bing Chat to its Edge browser and this might be easier to try. 
Here is how: 
 Search for bing.com with Microsoft Edge browser 
 Sign in with your Microsoft Account (the one used to log on to your PC) 
 Click “Chat” at the top of the page 
 Choose a conversation style and type your prompt 
 

I asked what is Bing Chat and the response was and here’s what I generated: 
Bing Chat is an AI chatbot that integrates with Microsoft’s search engine 
You can chat with Bing in natural language and get informative and friendly answers 
You can also use Bing to create different types of content such as emails, articles, ideas and  
paragraphs 
Bing Chat is available on Microsoft Edge browser and Bing App for iPhone and Android 
Bing uses OpenAI’s latest language model GPT-4 which is more powerful than Chat GPT 
Bing Chat is a revolutionary feature that makes searching easier and more fun. You can interact 
with Bing as if it were human and get personalised and relevant responses. You can also leverage 
Bing’s creativity and intelligence to generate high quality content for various purposes.  
Bing Chat is the ultimate tool for web users who want to learn, explore and create. 

 

 Another example 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued  
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Comments,  Queries, 
Suggestions, 

Free Advertising 

 
 

C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 
 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth    576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

GREAT BOOK TITLES 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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MAY 

HELP DAYS 
 

01 May (Mon)    1:00 PM    
10 May (Wed)    10:00 AM  
17 May (Wed)    10:00 AM  
24 May (Wed)    10:00 AM   

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

