
 

Page 1 of 7 

This issue: 
Next meeting 
 June Help days 
New members 
Bits and Bytes 
Dawn’s Ravings 
Kate’s Take 
Your Committee 
How to join a 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday, 2nd JUNE  
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with 
parking in the grounds and disabled parking 

near the basement entrance. 
 

Visitors welcome 

Don’t forget coffee will be served from 9.50 to 10.10.   

After Brian opens our meeting Kate will continue to  
educate us on Apps that can make our lives more  
interesting. 

Our main speaker will be Phil SaiLoui.  His talk is called 
“The Way We Were” and covers changes within NZ  
society over the years—since 1940. 

 

JUNE  

HELP  DAYS 

 Thurs  1 June  10am 
Tues  6 June   10am 
Wed 14 June   10am 
Wed 21 June   10am 
Thurs 29 June   10am  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 BenLomond Cres, Pakuranga Heights, 2010 JUNE  2023 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

We have sadly lost a good and loyal member, DOUG WHITE 

Doug came to our aid when we had short notice to vacate 
the learning centre at Te Tuhi about 15 years ago to enable 
a tertiary institution to set up some local classes. 

The committee at the time scrambled to find alternatives 
even asking for assistance from Mayor Barry Curtis but a 
solution was elusive.  Thank you Doug for that aid. 

Over the 15 years Doug and Cascade Storage have been 
very generous in their support and until recently Doug and 
Jan coordinated the morning tea function and personally 
donated special Christmas morning teas for us.  

Our deepest sympathy to you Jan and to your family.   
Doug will be missed. 

We are restarting assistance 
for Windows 10/11, Photos 
and how to negotiate the 
Genealogy process in Roots 
Magic. These will be limited to 
one-on-one during selected 
Help days. To avoid extra 
members turning up for either 
Photos or Genealogy please 
email help@senpak.nz to ask 
for a confirmed spot in the 
Help calendar. On some days 
the relevant tutors may not be 
available.  

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
mailto:help@senpak.nz
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

I have had a lovely time watching the Coronation, even the concert although much of that was too 
modern for me.  Being a Royalist all my life, I was so pleased for our new King and Queen, even if it did 
rain on their parade.  I was afraid of protesters doing something awful but I think they were 
outnumbered by other royalists, not to mention police and soldiers by the thousand.  It was a grand 
ceremony with exquisite singing. I saw Harry give an ever so small bow to the King as they were 
leaving the Abbey and that was good too.  I hope it will be a happy reign for both Charles and 
Camilla—they deserve it. 

Today I learnt that two more of our committee will be out of action for a month or more.  Please heed 
Brian’s plea for help on our committee.  It is your club too, and without help, there will soon be no 
club at all.  Of 10 committee members, only 3 are apparently healthy or caregiving-free, the rest limp 
along doing their best to keep our wonderful SeniorNet up and running.   There is nothing scary about 
helping, lots of guidance is there for you. 

The SeniorNet Federation Symposium and AMG was held in Lower Hutt with live Zoom access also 
enabled. The Federation is “owned” by the contributing independent SeniorNet like Pakuranga and 
operates for their common good and sharing of information. 

The opportunity was taken by the current Federation committee to recommend and have approved 
significant changes that recognise the reducing number of member SeniorNets and fewer enrolled 
members. The Federation management committee will reduce from eight to four members, each 
elected by a local region of roughly equal numbers but recognising practical geographical barriers in 
forming these regions. The South Island is one region and the North Island is divided into three. There 
will be no permanent employed staff but the committee will have the ability to engage paid help for 
some duties. These changes will now be used to update the Federation constitution rules. Without 
these changes the coffers would quickly have been exhausted. 

The significant reduction in the number of SeniorNet operating has come about by many factors such 
as improved general digital knowledge in the population, the difficulty of maintaining committee, 
tutors and volunteers, particularly as members age and they have other family priority commitments. 

We are in the same pressing situation with our committee, tutors and meeting volunteers. We need 
more committee back-up as we find members of the committee are helping others in their family or 
are themselves experiencing health issues. Many of us on the committee have been in that role for 
ages. In recent years few nominations have been received so there is no succession and if this occurs 
again at our October AGM, and some current members don’t accept nomination, we may not be able 
to form a committee. This would have major consequences for our existence. 

If that happens, and it’s the members who will determine this, it’s an indication we have out lived our 
usefulness. As an Incorporated Society and Registered Charity our constitution requires on closing 
that we meet all current debts, cancel any service contracts, refund unexpired portions of your  
membership subscriptions, donate any items purchased with grants not already written off to a like 
organisation, sell any items we have directly purchased and donate all residual funds to a like  
organisation. It is a requirement that no member “benefits” from this action. 

If you can see your way to help please email me at brian@senpak.nz. Thank you in advance. 

On a happier note the Federation symposium also relaunched SeniorHangouts as SeniorHangouts 2. 
This is free but limited to SeniorNet members and will provide live and archived access to a great 
range of technical instruction. This will enable interest groups to thrive by recruiting over the whole  
membership rather than just in a local SeniorNet. Members can also contribute new material by  
enlisting into a suitable timeslot. The result should be a broader range of topics which you can access 
from home as they are delivered or in the archive at a time to suit you with the ability to pause,  
rewind, and go at your own pace. Its not limited to home as I also envisage a group using it in the 
Learning Centre under the guidance of a tutor. 

One plan is to feature selected SeniorNets as Hubs for members too distant to regularly participate in 
local SeniorNet or where their local SeniorNet has closed.   

Watch out for more information as SeniorHangouts2 gets up to speed. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 

mailto:brian@senpak.nz
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued   
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Kate’s  Take continued   
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Comments,  Queries, 
Suggestions, 

Free Advertising 

 
 

C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor  534 3482 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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JUNE HELP 

DAYS 
Thurs  1 June 10am 
Tues  6 June 10am 
Wed 14 June 10am 
Wed 21 June  10am 
Thurs 29 June 10am  

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

We are restarting assistance 
for Windows 10/11, Photos 
and how to negotiate the 
Genealogy process in Roots 
Magic. These will be limited to 
one-on-one during selected 
Help days. To avoid extra 
members turning up for either 
Photos or Genealogy please 
email help@senpak.nz to ask 
for a confirmed spot in the 
Help calendar. On some days 
the relevant tutors may not be 
available.  

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
mailto:help@senpak.nz

