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1 NEW MEMBER 
 

Anna Mae Langstone 

This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 July Help days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 7 JULY 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds  
and disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 
 

Kate will continue educating us on what’s new in app land 
and in the process bring smiles all round. 

 

The main speaker will be our own Brian Erikson with 
“Preserving, Updating and Sharing My Swedish/Finish Family 
Story using Google Apps, such as Maps, Drive, Docs and  
Translate”. 

 

 

JULY 

HELP 

DAYS 
  5 July  Wednesday  Morning 
11 July   Tuesday    Morning 
20 July   Thursday   Morning 
25 July   Tuesday    Morning  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 BenLomond Cres, Pakuranga Heights, 2010 

JULY 2023 Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

I have been looking at the devices I charge at home. They go from a toothbrush at the 
low end to my EV car and a few 10’s of things in between. Each designer has chosen to 
have a different plug so you end up having to be careful which plug goes with what  
device. In time its is likely that wireless charging will take over - my toothbrush has it 
now.  

There is even a trial highway being modified to have a form of wireless charging built 
into the road. An EV car can lower a wireless pick up to charge on the move.  There is a 
local connection here as Professor John Boys of Auckland University developed one of 
the first high power wireless power transfer technologies of this type. 

Another view of devices is screen size. I located one of my first smartphones with about 
a 2in screen. This soon gave away to the usual 5 in screen that is now common and 
there is pressure for larger screens as some now offer fold out screens and Apple is 
offering panoramic views via goggles. 

You can of course upsize to a tablet and I bought a lower priced tablet to read down-

loaded library books, It’s quite good for that, not too heavy to hold in bed and has a 

page size about that of paperback. However it was a pretty slow poor performer on 

other Apps.  

On the other hand the same manufacturer has a 12.5 inch tablet with top end  

processor and it’s my preferred device for web search and emails a well as all the smart 

Apps.  

For many people a tablet or iPad is a better device to choose rather than a PC.  

Its simpler to use, upgrading is automatic and if it’s the same as your Apple or Android 

phone, there is less to learn. One caveat is “price buys performance” so be aware if you 

go for bargain pricing.  

Don’t write off the PC  -  it’s my “business” workhorse when the tasks are larger and 

more complicated. 

Very little to ramble about this month.  It’s too cold to go out and ramble anyway 
although we have had some glorious days.  Our village is still a work in progress with 
no footpaths, lawns and gardens in a mess, and me grumpy about it all.  Still, 
Christmas is coming and we should be shipshape by then  — 
I live in hope. 

I have been fortunate in staying home a lot lately and reading Book 8 in the Seven 
Sisters series.  I did really enjoy all those books and I think they have left threads to 
start a new series.  Time will tell. 

I heard today that Eastern Bays SeniorNet (StHeliers) has just closed down, mainly 
due to falling membership and nobody willing to become committee members.  Our 
own plight exactly. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued   
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Kate’s  Take continued   
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor   
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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JULY 

HELP DAYS 
  5 July  Wednesday  Morning 
11 July   Tuesday    Morning 
20 July   Thursday   Morning 
25 July   Tuesday    Morning 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

