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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 October Help days 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 

 

Our AGM and General Meeting,  

Friday 6 October 
at 10.00am (Coffee 9.45am) 

St Andrews Church Centre, Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 
The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and  

disabled parking near the basement entrance. 
 

Visitors welcome 
 

This month we will hold the AGM (very quickly), followed 
by our speaker from Watercare who will talk about the  
Central Interceptor project which is being built to  
improve the health of local waterways and reduce  
overflows in central Auckland. This waterway crosses the 
Manukau Harbour 15 metres under the seabed. 
At a cost of $1.2 billion, this undertaking places a large  
burden on Auckland ratepayers . 

If time allows, we will then be able to have a presentation 
on apps from our Kate. 

 

OCTOBER 
HELP DAYS 

 

Tues   3 October 10am 
Wed 11 October 1pm 
Thurs 19 October 10am 
Wed 25 October 1pm 
Tues 31 October 10am 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 OCTOBER 2023 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

 

As I write this there is still time to nominate a member for election to our committee. The Secretary 
tells me that already the minimum number required has been reached. So roll on the 6th October 
where we will have a guest speaker from Watercare talking about the major tunnelling project to  
correct 100 years plus of mixed storm and waste water and the frequent overflows that resulted from 
heavy rain events. Of course. in those days that appeared minor alongside the daily discharge into the 
outgoing tide from the holding tanks that later became Kelly Tarleton’s aquarium. To juggle our time 
between our guest, the AGM and Kate’s App Chat I’ve asked Kate for some flexibility. 

Following on from Keith’s talk on ChatGPT 3.5 I found a new app offering even more, AI4Chat but  
limits the user to one session a day unless you subscribe. But it does have promise.  I asked it to  
provide me the code in Visual Basic to address a “mailto” email and it responded in 3 seconds. (Visual 
Basic is a background programming language that is used in providing flexible features in Microsoft 
Office applications) 

I intended to go to the final meeting of Papakura SeniorNet, but a family member was not able to 
travel. They have had numbers approaching 800 members in their heyday and were well accommo-
dated in the historic Court House near the railway station. They provided a 5 day drop in for coffee 
and help service had two training rooms and a lounge. Their closure follows a pattern of falling num-
bers in members, tutors and committee. We have asked for a mailing list so that we might canvass 
current members, however the 25Km distance and road congestion can be off-putting. There is the 
option of joining another Seniornet remotely and participating in SeniorHangouts and we may be able 
to offer remote help as we did during Covid lockdowns. 

I trust we will have a good meeting turnout. Don’t let the thought of and AGM turn you off as we  

usually move through the agenda quickly. We are assembling online documents that will be emailed 

to members so than you can be informed beforehand. 

Spring is here, blossoms are out, my garden is delighting me with some 
beautiful irises I planted a year or two ago showing big fat buds ready to 
burst into all their glory.  Can’t wait.  I have gorgeous stocks with 
exquisite perfume.  And, all that is in spite of me being a terrible 
gardener.  Wonders will never cease. 

I had a very sore shoulder and after xrays, ultrasound and physio, I had 
to have a cortisone injection.  That had me worried sick and I was almost 
in tears by the time I had to lay on the bed at the clinic. The nurse asked 
me what I had to do in afternoon.  I said I had a SeniorNet meeting to 
attend and would I be able to drive. The doctor said “Yes, and you can 
go now, it’s all over.”  Then I cried with relief and amazement. After all I 
had put myself through and it was no more ‘hurty’ than the Covid jabs 
we have become so familiar with. What a silly old woman I am. 

Take great care of yourselves, pamper yourself at every opportunity and 
smile all the time. It makes people wonder what you have been up to.    
 

             Do you like the picture of my newest slimming aid? 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s  Take continued ... 
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Kate’s  Take continued ... 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 of 8 

Kate’s  Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor      021 534 348 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 
 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth    576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

FOR SALE 
 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER 

8 years old, 
Hateful little bastard. 

Bites! 

 
FREE PUPPIES 

1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky 
neighbour’s dog. 

 
FREE PUPPIES 

Mother is a Kennel Club registered 
German Shepherd. 

Father is a Super Dog, able to leap 
tall fences in a single bound. 

 
COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED 

Also 1 gay bull for sale. 
 

WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE 

Worn once by mistake. 

Call Stephanie 

 
FOR SALE BY OWNER 

Complete set of Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 45 volumes. Excellent 

condition, £200 or best offer. 

No longer needed, got married,  
wife knows everything. 

 
JOINING NUDIST COLONY! 

Must sell washer and dryer £100. 

 

Thought from the greatest living Scottish 
thinker, -- Billy Connolly:  

"If women are so bloody perfect at 
multitasking, how come they can't 

have a headache and sex at the same 
time?" 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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OCTOBER 

HELP DAYS 
  

Tues   3 October 10am 
Wed 11 October 1pm 
Thurs 19 October 10am 
Wed 25 October 1pm 
Tues 31 October 10am 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road as no parking is permitted on site. 

 Note:  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

