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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 February Help days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 

Our next Meeting,  

Friday 2nd February 
at 10.00am 

St Andrews Church Centre 
    Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street 
with parking in the grounds and  

disabled parking near the basement entrance. 
Visitors welcome 

We will hear from our entertaining Kate who will challenge 
us with another App.  After Kate’s talk we will trial having 
refreshments at 10.30.  For this to work it would be  
appreciated if members would help clear up after the tea 
break so Rosemary and Lesley are able to hear the whole 
presentation from our main speaker. 

The main speakers will be a team from Eastern Busway 
enlightening us on the work along Ti Rakau Drive and the 
flyover from the Waipuna Bridge to Pakuranga Road.   

 

 

FEBRUARY 

HELP DAYS 
 

 Wed 07 Feb 10am 
Tues 13 Feb 1pm 
Thurs 22 Feb 10am 
Tues 27 Feb 10am 
No appointment necessary 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 FEBRUARY 2024 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

In front of the Learning Centre there is a 
very neglected garden.  Management of 
Cascades Storage have asked whether 
any member/s would be interested in 
bringing this plot back to life.  They 
suggested perhaps a vegetable garden,  
however any beautification idea would 
be welcome.  
I am sure Cascades Storage will happily fund or refund any 
expenses for plants, etc. 
If you would like to do this, please ring Cascades Storage, 
576 8224, and discuss it further with them. 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

 

Thank you to members who participated in the three surveys we undertook on our current courses 
and potential new short courses. This has already resulted in a rearrangement of the current courses 
and we are looking at the tutor needs to meet the very good response for the short courses. In some 
cases we can bring in outside skills to a monthly meeting, like our local Librarians to cover the  
accessibility of library digital resources. If you completed the short course survey and noted a topic 
that you are already comfortable with please consider sharing that ability by volunteering to lead a 
topic. (Volunteer via pc9@senpak.nz) 

The SeniorNet Federation is holding its annual 2-day seminar in Auckland this year at the Jet Park  
Hotel, Auckland Airport. The dates are Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th May. The seminar concludes 
with the 2024 Federation AGM. The topics and presenters are being finalised and if you would like to 
attend one or both days we will meet your registration fees within our allocation numbers. 

AI, like ChatGPT has quickly moved from being a phrase we have heard for the first time to now being 

a Microsoft offer of CoPilot or Samsung building AI into the hardware of their latest topline release. 

Can you believe we are looking at our February meeting next week.  Seems like yesterday we were 
shopping for Christmas dinners.  I must admit, I have had to do very little shopping since Christmas. A 
good thing too, my card took a beating last month.   

The lovely weather we are having now has made my garden produce lovely beans, lettuce, tomatoes 
and rhubarb with the most enormous leaves.  I asked for advice at the local plant centre with slow 
growing tomatoes and discovered that the sheep pellets I put in before planting makes the plant and 
leaves grow, not the flowers or fruit.  I have now fed the beans, tomatoes and the rhubarb with 
tomato plant food and had great results.  Does that sound like I know what I am doing?  I only wish I 
did. 

Would you believe in a recent decluttering, I gave away my overlocker — never used it and it took up 
space I could better use.  Last week I needed my overlocker and have had to ask around for some kind 
person to do an overlocking job for me.   Isn’t that the way it always happens.  I can’t win.  

Best wishes to everyone for a great 2024 full of sunshine and smiles. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 

Mt Rushmore from the Canadian side 

mailto:pc9@senpak.nz
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 

 

 

 



 

Page 6 of 8 

Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor      021 534 348 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 
 

Newsletter Editor Dawn Howarth    576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

Every time I start thinking 
too much about how I look,  
I just find a Happy Hour and 
by the time I leave, I look 
just fine  

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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FEBRUARY 

HELP DAYS 
 

Wed 07 Feb 10am 
Tues 13 Feb 1pm 
Thurs 22 Feb 10am 
Tues 27 Feb 10am 

 
NO APPOINTMENT  

NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor 
who will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no park-
ing is permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking it is important that 
you park on the left, next to the gym. You can printout the parking ad-
vice from our website or write your own and leave on the dashboard of 
your car. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

