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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 October Help days 
 New members 
 Captain Smith’s biography 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Our Libraries 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 

 
Our AGM 

and Meeting,  

Friday 4th October 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and 
disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 
 

We will hold a short AGM at 10am (the law insists) and 
this will be followed by coffee time. 
 

The main speaker will be Captain Hayden Smith from  
Sea Cleaners a group who educate and co-ordinate  
volunteers to remove rubbish from our marine environ-
ment.  You will be amazed at the work they do.   

 

 

2 NEW MEMBERS 
 

John Roscoe 
Lee Burridge 

 

OCTOBER 

HELP DAYS 
 

Tues 01 Oct 10am 
Thurs 10 Oct 10am 
Mon 14 Oct 1pm 
Tues 22 Oct 10am 
Wed 30 Oct 10am  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 OCTOBER 2024 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

STOP PRESS: 

We have just received a bio on Captain 
Hayden (page 2)who will give us a talk on 
Sea Cleaners.  Enjoy reading it and come 
to our meeting on Friday.   
He looks so handsome doesn't he. 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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Hayden Smith, who will be talking about the work SEA CLEANERS and his journey. 

 

In the year 2000, I was out Kayaking on Auckland’s Waitemata 
Harbour. I was at a time in my life as a 22 year old, where I was in 
search of Adventure, and in search of employment in adventure 
tourism. Whilst I was successful in gaining employment with a 
number of different agencies, this particular trip out on the kayak, 
was meant to be a guided tour that I was taking tourists to 
Rangitoto. However the weather was horrific, the trip was cancelled, 
and I wanted to carry on. What I found out in front of the RNZYS 
under the Auckland Harbour Bridge was a storm convergence zone 
where I was surrounded by rubbish. More than I had ever seen. I felt 
compelled to do something about it. 

The city was cleaning streets of loose litter, so I thought this is something I could do on our waterways. 
The next day, I walked up into Auckland Council determined to find support.  Whilst the support for the 
idea was good, I struggled to find the right department. This carried on across all of the regional councils 
of Auckland for a year and a half. 

Finally, I decided to go straight to Mayor Bob Harvey, by walking up his driveway, and giving him a 
comprehensive business plan. He loved the idea and got the wheels in motion. 

On the 6th of December 2002, coincidentally the first anniversary of the passing of Sir Peter Blake, we 
launched our first vessel, The Phil Warren, named by Watercare to remember the late Chair of the 
Auckland Regional Council. 

With the support of all councils across the region now, and with all the mayors of the region as our 
trustees, the Waitemata Harbour Clean-Up Trust was established. 
My mission was to go out, clean up, engage communities to support us and raise awareness for the issue 
of litter in our water. 

20 years on, with a fleet of 10 boats, 5 which are working full time. I believe we have been incredibly 
successful in achieving our mission. Far more outreaching than I could ever have imagined at the onset. 

We have moved from working in one body of water to now cover the Waitemata, the Outer Limits of the 
entire Auckland Region, Manukau Harbour, the complete Northland and Canterbury regions and soon to 
be in the Bay of Plenty, Wellington, Tasman, Marlborough and Otago. 

We have collected and removed over 15 million litres of waste from our water, and now collecting 2.5 
million litres annually, and have implemented significant recycling measures that see more plastic 
recycled than what we collect, through our disposal partners landfill mining exercises now in place 
because of us, with all excess plastic being converted to farming fence posts through Futurepost in 
Waiuku. 
All the tyres we collect are being used in the manufacturing process of cement and marine farming waste 
is returned to collective farming organisations. 

We have co-ordinated over 165,000 volunteer hours of support. And have educated over 200,000 
students across the country of our mission. 

I established a Sea plane voyage to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, which added fuel to the fire for my 
passion to do more. 

We have established a relationship with the Royal New Zealand Navy that is a cornerstone pillar of 
support for our organisation, that sees a Humanitarian aid training programme developed that we run for 
every new recruit in to the RNZN. 

We run an annual youth ambassador programme in the Hawaiian Islands, supported by Hawaiian Tourism 
authority, which has now spread to include students that we select from NZ, Australia, Japan, Korea, 
Canada, mainland USA and Hawaii. All coming together to initiate a positive change in habits and 
awareness for plastics in our Ocean’s. 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

This is a brief segment as I have to put a spurt on and do the Chair report for our AGM on  
4th October. 

All other contributors are well prepared and once I do my bit, we can send out a “document” 
email with the reports for the meeting. We do this to avoid a lot of printing that gets  
discarded.  The reports follow the Incorporated Societies requirements which results in the 
Treasurer preparing six separate documents as well as the Treasurers report. Then the 2023 
minutes and the Chair report get added. 

The spell checker accepts Treasurer’s report and Treasures report. I recall a school English 

rule” if in doubt leave it out” 

What lovely ladies they were from our local libraries at our last meeting. I have been reading 
eBooks for years.  I love them, so much easier than normal books and I don’t have to go to the 
library to get them.  Magazines are good on my iPad but awful on the phone.  If you haven’t 
read any eBooks, give them a try.  It’s worth the effort. 

I’m off now to install Copilot on to my phone and experiment with that—on Kate’s 
recommendation.  It looks fun but I’m not the technophobe that Kate is. 

It seems only last week I was wondering what to put in last month’s newsletter and already it is 
time for me to tell you all the exciting things that happen in our neighbourhood.  Sadly nothing 
exciting happens.  I think nothing exciting is better than some of the  news we have been 
reading around the world.  I like my dull life, and I especially like my Saturday afternoon happy 
hours with friends and neighbours.  I’m going to have to invest in more chairs soon.  Our 
numbers are increasing and seating 10 people around the table in our wee dolls house is quite 

a feat. 

We put the world to rights, eat too much junk food, sip too much wine, and don’t want any 
dinner afterwards.  A very easy way to enjoy a few hours. 

Hmmm, come to think of it, I had better go and clear the table and find the extra chairs again. 

I hope you have something nice to look forward to as well, eg: our next meeting and the AGM, 
(it only hurts for a little while).  

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Our Libraries      Dawn Howarth 

 

 

 

 

We were treated by Verity Southern from Highland Park Library 
and Jackie from Pakuranga library, to lots of advice on all that is 
available from our local public libraries.  Even better, we don’t 
have to actually go to the library to access the latest editions of 
books, newspapers, magazines, from all over the world – 
absolutely free.  How good is that.  I only read ebooks now.  
They are so much easier to get, read, store, return, or keep if you 
buy them.  They cost a quarter of the price of a recent release 
printed book, but from the library that fabulous ‘absolutely free’ 
applies. 

Verity recommended installing the Libraries’ app on your phone to 
make access to all their facilities easy.   If you need help to get 
started you can call in to the library and any of the librarians would 
be happy to help you.  You can even make an appointment and have 
a full instruction/lesson/guidance with form filling, help contacting 
Auckland Council, from one of their experts—you just need to ask. 

The libraries have changed the way they keep books 
you order on hold. If you use this service and haven’t 
caught up with the new system, you just need to ask. 

Another wonderful app within the Libraries’ app, is 
Pressreader.  You can read any newspaper or magazine 
from anywhere in the world, in any language you 
choose, at any time. 
This is best done on a larger computer screen rather 
than a tiny phone.  Again, this is a marvellous service 
that is absolutely free.  Many of the papers and 
magazines you don’t even have to return—they are 
yours to keep if you want to. 
You are able to bookmark, change the font size, or do 
anything you can do with all ebooks.  

BEAMAFILM—This is an Australasian streaming 
service showcasing quality local and international 
movies that you can watch through the website or 
via the app.  You will need to create an account first. 

While in the library don’t forget you can use their free 
wifi (1gb per day).  There is also a very low cost prepaid 
broadband service available (Skinny Jump)  for your 
home if you want it. Again, just ask.  

. 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman  Brian Erikson  534 4798 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  576 8737 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary Dawn Howarth      576 6798 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary 
  Robyn Carter  534 4525 

robyn@senpak.nz 
 

Systems Manager 
  Graeme FitzGerald 272 9271 

graeme@senpak.nz 
 

Publicity Warren Taylor      021 534 348 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator 
  Mike Empson  535 8506 

mike@senpak.nz 
 

Website Assistant 
  Keith Erikson      022 452 9936 

keith@senpak.nz 
 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Maggie Burrill  533 5440 

maggie@senpak.nz 
 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
  Fay Mullins        021 527 762 

fay @senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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HELP DAYS 
 

Tues  01 Oct 10am 
Thurs  10 Oct 10am 
Mon  14 Oct 1pm 
Tues  22 Oct 10am 
Wed  30 Oct 10am 
 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses 
and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 
permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or 
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 
You can printout the parking advice from our website (under the Courses tab) 
or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

