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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 March Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 4th April 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with 
parking in the grounds and disabled parking 

near the basement entrance. 
 

Visitors welcome 

The meeting will open with another Special Meeting  
followed by a talk from Kate.  
 

The main speaker will be Keith Ingram from the Bucklands 
Beach Residents and Ratepayers Association.  

 

 

3 NEW MEMBERS 
Jim Johnston 
Ruth Money 
Marian Roestenburg  

APRIL 

HELP 

DAYS 
 

 TUES 01 APR 10AM 
MON 07 APR 1 PM 
WED 16APR 10AM 
THUR 24APR 10AM 
TUE 29APR 10AM 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 APRIL 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

As I commenced to write these notes a popup Copilot tried to influence me. It offered to write the 
draft. When I got as far as typing pop up as two words above and it flicked up a window saying it could 
do better. CoPilot is a Microsoft AI product and it’s integrated now into almost everything you 
attempt from browser to Word to setting up new Apps such as Microsoft 365. 

I have found Copilot a great help in solving tech issues. Rather than trawl through websites and reams 
of product notes I just describe what I think is going wrong and ask for a way ahead and its quite  
impressive. 

My eye specialist and doctor both use a small PC on their desks with an unobtrusive microphone to 
record the consultation, make the relevant notes while leaving out the social talk so it’s more that 
voice to text. At least it doesn’t seem to be directly coupled to your medical history. 

When I edited the special meeting notice for April the mail out App Mailchimp which we use, kept 
offering suggestions on how to improve the headings and content, mainly with an eye to improving 
the sales response which I guess is the main reason Mailchimp is used by business. 

I heard a radio broadcast on Saturday where the interviewee noted that the big players in the game 
use your info to train their systems and it’s in the small print we tick when accepting the terms of use. 
As she noted you are now tracked by mapping software, your online photos are scanned, if you use an 
email report to get a family history DNA report, they learn your DNA. 

Maybe we will have to find a tutor willing to set up an AI workshop to try and get on level terms with 

this technology as our slogan goes “learning technology together” 

You won’t believe it, but I have discovered bean plants can hear. 
Since my abuse of them last month, I have picked 3 large 
handsful and there are still flowers. Now I’m back to watering 
daily, caring and smiling (occasionally). 

We have had a friend staying with us for 2 weeks after she 
disembarked from a cruise ship which brought her from England. 
Imagine, 6 weeks on a cruise ship—stuff I dream of and she 
wanted to ‘live my life’ while she was here. Silly woman, I 
would’ve stayed on the ship. However she has booked to stay 
another 2 weeks in January.  She’s a tiger for punishment I think. 

I hope all your dreams are coming true and that I see you at our 
exciting April meeting.  

Ramblings      Dawn Howarth 

Agenda for Special Meeting of Pakuranga SeniorNet Inc. 

10am, 4 April 2025 

Call meeting to order. 

Confirm that the minimum Quorum of financial members 10 is present. 

Item of business:  Propose the nominations for election.   

Ask for any additional nominations. 

Move the election. 

Propose the names as contacts for the Registrar of Incorporated Societies. 

Move. 

Close meeting. 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Systems Manager         Graeme FitzGerald 
graeme@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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APRIL 

HELP DAYS 
 
TUES 01 APR 10AM 
MON 07 APR 1 PM 
WED 16APR 10AM 
THUR 24APR 10AM 
TUE 29APR 10AM 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

