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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 May Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 2nd MAY 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and disa-
bled parking near the basement entrance. 

Visitors welcome 

The early speaker will be the bright and breezy Kate with 
another surprise presentation. 

The main speaker will be Peter Wilson and his address is 
titled "North Korea Explained".   

Peter is an agriculturalist who spent four decades working 
on agricultural improvement projects throughout the  
Asian/Pacific Region. This included working in North  
Korea on two occasions - expanding small animal  
production in 1997, and improving cropping rotations in 
2007. Subsequently he has visited North Korea a further 
six times in his capacity as Secretary of the NZ DPRK  
Society. Over the past two decades he has been involved 
in the implementation of 24 small projects ranging from 
provision of technical books, flood relief funding and  
cultural exchange visits.  

 

 

3 NEW 
MEMBERS 

 

Kerry-Ann Watts 
Collin Bliss 
Neil Nicklin  

 

MAY 

HELP DAYS 

 
5 May (Mon) 1:00 PM 
14 May (Wed) 1:00 PM 
22 May (Thu) 1:00 PM 
27 May (Tue) 10:00 AM  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 MAY 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

You are excused if this makes your eyes water, but it’s the reason behind why some  
membership and course information may be late or conflicting in the next little while.  
Information is not lost, it’s just not being shared as it should. 

We use a Microsoft program named Access with Applications developed by Graeme Fitzgerald 
using his vast industrial experience in these Applications. These are set up on the Treasurer’s 
PC, the Membership PC, the Course Coordinator’s PC and the Learning Centre Tutor PC.  

The inputs from all these devices are shared via a Microsoft Cloud service called OneDrive. It 
worked well for over 7 years and enables each committee member involved to do their stuff 
at home and in their own time. The result is that new members get a welcome letter and  
receipt, renewing members get a receipt, overdue members get a reminder.  

Courses are planned and entered into the website and the schedule of courses is set up in the 
Tutor PC at the Learning Centre. You get an invitation to book on a course and when you are 
recorded as attending the hours and payments are logged and enable course reports to be 
prepared for internal use and as a claim for support payments from the SeniorNet Federation. 
While all this happened manually years ago it was always in delay and consumed a lot of  
committee members time. 

All this is done via OneDrive and the records we are required to keep are fully backed up  
without our intervention. 

However, the OneDrive link to each of the PCs over the internet is critical and we noted it 
started to fail about 6 months ago with the Treasurer’s PC. We found a manual workaround. 
A few weeks ago it cropped up on the Course coordinator’s PC and lately on the Membership 
PC.  

It was not an issue Microsoft talked about but using their Copilot I found they do acknowledge 
the issue, they call it a Server-Side issue so it’s internal to OneDrive and as they can’t say when 
it will be resolved they recommend we change to another Cloud service. They didn’t offer a 
name, but DropBox is one.  Unfortunately it would cost $90 per month in our setup.  

The realistic option of many is Google Drive and I’ve set up some test PCs to work out how do 
to the transition and Robin Tuckey is contributing having had some extensive use of Google 
Drive. 

It sounds like Brian and Mike have their work cut out for them.  I certainly can’t help. 

I hope you had a happy Easter and were able to share it with friends and family.  I shared it 
with friends and neighbours and it included quite a few nana naps.  Glorious. 

I also had a couple of days in Rotorua last week for my brother’s 80th birthday.  Eight of us 
met and stayed in a hotel there where we could be together, dine together and enjoy being 
together for the first time in a long time.  I did the Redwood treetops walk and loved it.  Those 
trees are amazing, so tall and so straight.  They are just over 100 years old I think but a slice 
from an old Redwood on display there must have come from California and is over 2000 years 
old showing the rings that go back to before Christ was born. Our First and Second world 
wars show just on the bark at the edge.  I wonder why it was cut down in 1952. Anyway they 
were a majestic sight that I won’t forget. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Systems Manager         Graeme FitzGerald 
graeme@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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MAY 

HELP DAYS 
 

5 May (Mon) 1:00 PM 
14 May (Wed) 1:00 PM 
22 May (Thu) 1:00 PM 
27 May (Tue)  10:00 AM  

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 
permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or 
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 
You can printout the parking advice from our website (under the Courses tab) 
or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

