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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 March Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 6 JUNE 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and  
disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 
 

The early speaker will be Kate and after coffee time,  
Matthew, a member of Friends Heritage of Purewa  
Cemetry will tell us of the history and interesting stories  
of Purewa. 

 

 

JUNE  

HELP DAYS 
 
 3 Jun (Tue)        10:00 AM  
11 Jun (Wed)        1:00 PM 
16 Jun (Mon)        1:00 PM  
26 Jun (Thu)        10:00 AM  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 JUNE 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

Welcome to the new Constitution. The Registrar of Incorporated Societies has issued our Certificate of  
Incorporation. Thank you for putting up with special meetings and lengthy document for study. I’ve asked Dick 
Harris to look at the best place to have copies of these on our website. 

A few features of the 2022 Act that we need to adhere to are: 

New members to be approved by the committee. We will do this once a month and people who have joined 
online or at the monthly meeting will have “honorary” membership until that takes place. 

Ex members record of membership have to be retained. In the past we deleted these records after 12 months 
although we have maintained an informal list of previous members. 

Members Interests Register. We have to set up a Register for possible conflicts of interest such as doing business 
with a person or company that has links to a committee member. We even have to record sibling relationships on 
the committee. ie: my brother and I, presumably so that one doesn’t second the other’s proposal. 

Disputes Resolution. Describes what a dispute might be and how it is resolved. 

Now on a more IT tech matter. We have resolved the difficulty of linking the operations of membership  
management, ASB bank membership payments, course scheduling, website updates, course attendance  
recording and Mailchimp email members email addressing.  

Apart from attendance recording these are all done at home by various committee members at a time that suits 
them with the ability to transfer the actions to a deputy if they are away. What had happened is that Microsoft’s 
One Drive stopped interaction with our Access folders (a worldwide problem). Google’s AI said they could do it, 
but it proved their AI was out of date, so some time was spent discovering Google Drive was unable to fix the 
problem either. After some exploration I discovered SyncThing an App in the public domain developed and main-
tained by about 500 volunteers. After the normal learning difficulties and trials, it has been implemented. 

My thanks to a new tutor Collin Bliss who did tests in the Learning Centre to complement my home tests. One 
feature of SyncThing is that it’s fully in our control once its operating. There is no central server/storage like One 
Drive or Google Drive, it just links over the internet point to point as you log on to your PC. The transferred data is 
encrypted for security. 

Switching to EV batteries. CATL a Chinese company who make the highest percentage of EV battery manufacture 

have just announced a practical lower cost battery that doesn’t use Lithium. It uses Sodium instead (ie: an  

element in soda ash and salt that is really abundant). The battery functions well in extreme heat and cold, a  

limitation for Lithium. They claim at least 10, 000 full charge discharge cycles life compared with about 2000 for 

Lithium and a practical range of 1500 Km per cycle. That’s 1,500,000 Km lifetime distance well beyond what most 

cars reach but good for buses, trucks, and electric ferries. Because of its temperature tolerance it can handle ultra

-fast charging of 530Km in 5 minutes. 

Well I think May was a good month to get past.  Him indoors has caused no end of trouble and 
almost 24/7 staying home for both of us. This morning it is cold, wet and not very nice outside 
so I am more than happy to stay home where it is warm and comfortable.  I’m still managing 
lovely coffee dates with girlfriends, lots of visits from friends and love my mah-jong lessons at 
home.  They are great but hard work for my tiny brain and playing never seems to get easier. 

I have been spoiling him of late cooking old fashioned recipes—Lambs fry and bacon (with 
onions and mushrooms to take away some of the offal feel), and Steak and Kidney stew, (with 
carrots, onions and parsnips to take away some of the offal feel). Actually both were delicious,  
very budget-friendly, and because of the added extras there was enough for two nights each. 

Another bright spot last week—I picked a heap of beans from my much maligned runner beans.  
They were delicious and they still have flowers so maybe there might be another dinner soon. 
Not bad considering they were supposed to be for Christmas dinner last year. 

Keep smiling people, and enjoy all the sunshine you can.  It’s great. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer Mervyn Coward  

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay@senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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JUNE 

HELP DAYS 
 

 3 Jun (Tue)        10:00 AM  
11 Jun (Wed)        1:00 PM 
16 Jun (Mon)        1:00 PM  
26 Jun (Thu)        10:00 AM  

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of 
SeniorNet to take part in our 
classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 
permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or 
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

