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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 October Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 

Our next Meeting and AGM,  

Friday 3 October 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in 
the grounds and disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 

Because we will have our AGM at the next meeting, Kate 
will be able to have the day off and relax. 
 

The main speaker will be Linda Vagana from Duffy Books. 
These are reading books designed for primary school  
children. 

 

 
 

 

6 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Anne McLean  John Turner 
Bill Mann  Rex Russell 
Shirley Eyre  John Soffe  

 

OCTOBER 

HELP DAYS 
Thursday 2nd 10AM 
Monday 6th 1PM 
Tuesday 14th 10AM 
Wednesday 22nd 10AM 

Thursday 30th 10AM  

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 OCTOBER 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

Welcome to AGM 2025. This will be the early feature of our meeting. Don’t be put off coming as it’s 
usually finished by the time refreshments are due. 

In the August Bits and Byes I covered the 1 year extended support Microsoft is offering for about $50. 
We were looking at taking out 5 support agreements for our All in One HP computers in the Learning 
Centre as they cannot be upgraded to Windows 11 with the normal inbuilt settings 

By chance I came across a podcast about a tool called “Fly Out Of the Box Experience”, or FlyOobe.  
It’s so popular its being, downloaded 10,000 times a day. As a result we now have 3 of our 23 inch PCs 
on Windows 11 and one laptop that was struggling on Windows 10 seems to have a new lease of life. 
No files or applications were lost but the usual cautions are to back up before you upgrade. The 
remaining 2 will come after a settling in period unless if tutors say they still want Windows 10 to refer 
too when a member comes for help. This will save us $1500  per PC. 

FlyOobe takes care of upgrades to Windows 11 for some Windows 10 installations which are not  
accepted by the standard Microsoft upgrade tool in Windows Update. I say some because it still  
requires that the PC is set to UEFI boot rather than legacy BIOS, the CPU must of a type that handles 
code for POPCNT and SSE4.2. It also takes care of the correct settings and licensing for your PC  
provided it wasn’t a pirated copy of Windows. 

The next stage gets a bit technical and if you have a laptop you could bring it to a Help Day to get it 
checked out 

To check for UEFI 

- Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog. 

- Type msinfo32 and press Enter. 

- In the System Summary, look for BIOS Mode: 

•If it says UEFI, your PC is using UEFI boot. 

•If it says Legacy, it's using the older BIOS system, (UEFI may be selectable but this can be a bit tricky 
to get into the BIOS settings, so don’t take action until B checks out positive). 

For POPCNT and SEE4.2 go to Settings>System> About and view the specifications. 

 

You should have at least 8GB RAM and copy the processor name into Co-pilot in the Edge browser as 
part of a question: 

“Does “xyz” processor handle POPCNT and SSE4.2?” 

If you get the green light from the above but felt this was as technical as you are prepared to go,  
I suggest you contact Rein van deVusse email pchelpathome.co.nz@gmail.com and see if he is willing 
as I have given him my notes. 

If you want to go further yourself, contact me at brian@senpak.nz for detailed notes and you tube 
video. The biggest hassle is the number of hours, like all night, that the download of Windows 11 
takes from Microsoft. 

mailto:pchelpathome.co.nz@gmail.com
mailto:brian@senpak.nz
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Talk about winter out like a lion, I think Spring has arrived with a roar.  I’m 
sure I haven’t seen as much wind and as strong as it is.  Too hard to think 
about going out, a hot cuppa and staying inside is perfect for me just now.   

Last week I had two jigsaw puzzles given to me so I have been engrossed 
with them and it is perfect weather for that. He indoors is missing all the 
attention he received because I can’t stop “jigsawing”.  

I must go out to fetch and fill the tui feeder I have in a tree just outside our dining room 
window.  I can easily spend hours sitting and watching tuis, silver eyes and sparrows 
squabbling over the nectar.  I have noticed however, that in September almost all the birds 
rarely visit because they are busy building their nests.  It won’t be until Christmas before they 
are back in force to keep me entertained. Now I see them pulling strands of airplant out of the 
tree and long pieces of grass to take to their nests. Isn’t nature wonderful. 

Keep positive, smiling and warm.  See you at the AGM.   

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 

 
THIS IS A TEXT MESSAGE TO A NEIGHBOUR: 
 
Hi Max, 
This is Richard, next door. I've been riddled with guilt for a few 
months and have been trying to get up the courage to tell you 
face-to-face. 
When you're not around, I've been sharing your wife, day and night, 
probably much more than you. 
I haven't been getting it at home recently. I know that's no excuse. 
The temptation was just too great. I can't live with the guilt & hope 
you'll accept my sincere apology and forgive me. 
Please suggest a fee for usage and I'll pay you. -   Richard 
 
Max, feeling enraged and betrayed, grabbed his gun, went next door, 
and shot Richard dead. He returned home, shot his wife, poured himself a stiff drink 
and sat down on the sofa. Max then looked at his phone and discovered a second 
text message from Richard. 
 
SECOND TEXT MESSAGE: 
 
Hi Max, Richard here again. 
Sorry about the typo on my last text. I assume you figured it out and 
noticed that the darned Spell-Check had changed "wi-fi" to "wife." 
Technology, huh? It'll be the death of us all. 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer       Mervyn Coward 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
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OCTOBER  

HELP  DAYS 
 

Thursday   2nd 10AM 
Monday   6th 1PM 
Tuesday 14th 10AM 
Wednesday 22nd 10AM 
Thursday   30th 10AM 

 
  NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 
will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  
expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 
permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or  
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 
You can printout the parking advice from our website (under the Courses tab) 
or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

