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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 November Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ravings 
 Kate’s Take 
 Luck 
 Your Committee 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 7th November 
at 10.00am 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with 
parking in the grounds and disabled parking 

near the basement entrance. 
 

Visitors welcome 
 

Kate will be our early entertaining speaker. 
The main speaker is Warren Yardley who will talk 
about Auckland Streets and street names.  Warren will 
show early photos of Auckland as well as more recent 
ones.  Certain to be very interesting. 

 

 

 

2 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Todd Milbank 
Emmie Watt 

 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 NOVEMBER 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

 

NOVEMBER 

HELP DAYS 
 

Monday   3rd  1pm 
Wednesday 12th  10am 
Thursday 20th  10am 
Tuesday  25th  1pm 

 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY  

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

In the tech world new jargon words pop up at an increasing rate. Have you heard of “Agenic”.  
I came across it when reading Microsoft’s future plan for Windows 11. They have used the 
word to describe their plans to eliminate the use of keyboard and mouse when you use  
Windows 11. Your interaction with the computer will be by voice via Copilot. Can you  
remember Hal the computer in a TV programme from the 80’s? 

This plan seems to be progressing rapidly; you may have encountered Co-Pilot already trying to 
do your Word and PowerPoint tasks. I had a call from a SeniorNet member quite concerned 
that the counter effect it was having on a PowerPoint presentation being prepared. I explored 
further, via Copilot, to find out how to turn the assistant off. It’s in the File tab, Options,  
Copilot, tick or untick as you want. 

Copilot can help in many ways. For example, we run a series of Microsoft Access applications 
developed and enhanced by Graeme using VBA code. One of the reports generates an output 
we use to claim a $2.50 per hour support from the SeniorNet Federation for the member  
training hours each month. We have to break it down into about 8 categories of training,  
laborious if done manually. This App has run well for some time but recently stopped. I copied 
the particular code (about 3 pages worth) into Copilot and got this response on how to fix it.  
It now awaits my action. 

General Observations 

•The code is well-structured and clearly targets a monthly reporting workflow. 

•It uses Access forms, queries, and reports effectively. 

•The logic for calculating date ranges and aggregating student data is sound. 

•Incorrect Loop Condition 

•Do Until Rs1.EOF 

•The inner loop should iterate over Rs2, not Rs1. This is likely a copy-paste error. 

•Fix: 

•Do Until Rs2.EOF 

 

Fireworks time again..I’m a real grinch and don’t even open the 
curtains for that.  It is hard to believe that so many people spend so 
much on fireworks, then frighten all the animals in the vicinity  The 
sooner fireworks are banned the better. Mind you I have been 
saying that for years, but nobody listens. 

I have a “Life’s Little Instruction” calendar and today’s instruction is 
“Read carefully anything that requires your signature.  Remember 
the big print giveth and the small print taketh away.”  Sadly I’m 
someone who never reads any contract print, especially if it comes 
via my computer.  I just scoot to the bottom and click on the “read” 
box. Are we all like that or is it just trusting, impatient and lazy me. I 
am sure I will rue that bad habit one day. 

Keep yourself safe, keep smiling and keep your shoulders 
back.  

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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LUCK 

 

Winston Churchill once raised his glass and said: 

“I prefer not to wish anyone health or wealth — but only luck. 

Because most people on the Titanic were both healthy and rich. 

But very few of them were lucky.” 
 

It makes you think.  
 

Did you know a senior executive survived the 9/11 attacks because he took  

his son to his first day of kindergarten? 
 

Another man lived because it was his turn to grab doughnuts. 
 

One woman survived because her alarm didn’t go off. 

Someone else was late because of a New Jersey traffic jam. 
 

One missed the bus. 

Another spilled coffee and had to change clothes. 

Someone's car wouldn't start. 

Another returned home to answer a phone call. 

One parent was delayed because their child was being unusually slow. 

One man simply couldn’t catch a cab. 
 

But the story that struck me most? 

A man who wore new shoes to work that day. On his way, his feet hurt. 

He stopped at a pharmacy to buy band-aids. 

That’s what saved his life. 
 

Ever since I heard that, I think differently. 
 

Now when I’m stuck in traffic… 

When I miss the elevator… 

When I forget something and have to turn back… 

When my morning just doesn’t go as planned… 
 

I try to pause and trust: 

Maybe this delay is not a setback. 

Maybe — it’s divine timing. 

Maybe I’m exactly where I’m meant to be. 
 

So next time your morning falls apart… 
The kids are slow, the keys go missing, you hit every red light — 
Don’t stress. Don’t snap. 
 

It might just be luck in disguise. 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer       Mervyn Coward 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz


 

Page 7 of 7 

 
To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

 Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 
 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the Tutor who 

will answer any questions and also take your booking. 
  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and other  

expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 
 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 
 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is 

permitted on site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or 
Thursday mornings) it is important that you park on the left, next to the gym. 
You can printout the parking advice from our website (under the Courses tab) 
or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

