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This issue: 
 Next meeting 
 December Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Dawn’s Ramblings 
 Kate’s Take, including 

        Guest Speaker Warren Yardley 
 Your Committee 
 How to join a course 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday  

5th December 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street 
with parking in the grounds and  
disabled parking near the basement 
entrance. 

Visitors welcome 

The early speaker will be Brian talking on  
Passkeys, followed by a Christmas morning tea. 
Our main speaker is Kate, who will enlighten us 
with Christmas adventures !! 

 

WELCOME TO 
6 NEW MEMBERS 

 

Terry Lister 
Don Draper 
Lynette Hitchen 
Anne Mowles 
Pamela Humby 
Philip Roach 

 

DECEMBER 

HELP DAYS 
 

 Tues 2nd 10am 
Wed 10th 10am 
 

No appointment necessary 

    SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 DECEMBER 2025 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 
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http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

Rosemary is assembling our Christmas morning tea and because the asparagus rolls went well last 
time, I have offered to Rosemary to repeat the deal.  My Christmas treat to you all. 

Kate always wishes she has more time in her presentation slot so for December she is the guest 
speaker. 

I’ve been assembling ideas for notes on the ins and outs of Passkeys. They are a recent development 
for more secure sign-in to online accounts and you may encounter them soon. Some of the large sites 
already offer passkeys while others have yet to take the plunge. I plan to finish the notes for the  
December meeting and introduce the concept in the early speaker slot. 

Essentially when you sign up for a passkey online site it generates two codes, one which is stored on 
the site under your sign-in and the other is sent via a secure HPPTS internet connection to your  
device. You see neither and there is not much you have to do. The simplest case is a Windows PC. 
Behind the scene, your passkey for that site arrives and is encrypted by a special module (Trusted  
Privacy Module) then locked in a hidden store. Your part is to remember your account user-name 
and the PIN code that unlocks the store, thankfully the same PIN is used for every passkey site you 
set up so memorising becomes easier. (Each site of course has different passkeys.) 

You have already used that PIN, as its the Windows Hello PIN that unlocks your screen and sign in to 
your Microsoft account but should be increased it to between 6 and 8 characters and my notes show 
how. So really you have been practising passkey sign-in since you first had Windows 10. 

That’s for a single device and I will show the various ways of making passkeys work over all your  
devices. The security stakes are really raised because nowhere are the passkeys  
visible and five things are needed to create a sign-in. Your user-name, time of day 
(so that any change of recording a key in transit quickly becomes invalid), the site 
key and your key must exchange challenges to show that the sign is valid and can 
only do that when you provide the PIN. 

As a Christmas gift, rather than coming to a Passkey workshop send an email  
request to brian@senpak.nz and you can have a copy when I complete the notes 
and testing. Over time your old password notebook will become redundant. 

My very best wishes to you each of for a safe and happy feastive season. 

Wow, it is only a blink since last Christmas and now I need to find the Christmas cards box 
and write a few then get a mortgage to pay the postage.  Would you believe I received a 
Christmas card from friends in New York in September.  That was a real surprise.  I looked at 
the postmark and it was sent on 19 December 2024.  It had taken 9 months to get here. I 
wrote and told them not to bother sending one this year and I would open it in December and 
hang it up with the decorations. 

A month or so ago I put my watch forward 5 minutes, as my “Life’s Little 
Instruction” calendar suggested.  It took quite a while to get used to it, but now 
I think it is wonderful.  Countless times I have been grateful when I rushing 
and later remember and I needn’t panic, I am on time or early.  I don’t think I 
will ever put it back.   

I will try add a Life’s Little Instruction or two to the newsletters that may 
brighten your day or give you something new to try.   

My chance to wish you all the very happiest Christmas and a wonderful New 
Year full of glorious surprises, (including Rainbow Pineapple Chunks). 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 

Li
fe

’s
 L

itt
le

 In
st

ru
cti

o
n

: B
u

y 
a 

b
ir

d
 f

ee
d

er
 a

n
d

 h
an

g 
it

 s
o

 y
o

u
 c

an
 s

ee
 it

 f
ro

m
 y

o
u

r 
ki

tc
h

en
 w

in
d

o
w

. 

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?   A Holly Davidson!  

mailto:brian@senpak.nz
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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GUEST SPEAKER  -  WARREN YARDLEY 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 

 

 

 

Life’s Little Instruction: When complimented, a sincere “thank you” is the only response required. 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer       Mervyn Coward 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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DECEMBER 

HELP DAYS 
 

 Tues 2nd 10am 
Wed  10th 10am 

 
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

Course Booking Information 

 You need to be a member of SeniorNet to take part in our classes. 

 If you need assistance in deciding on a course, please contact the 
Tutor who will answer any questions and also take your booking. 

  We require you to pay a course fee to cover the cost of notes and  

other expenses.  Please bring the correct cash to the first session. 

 Our Courses are all held at our Learning  Centre at   

12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga. 

 Please park on the road or in the Gym carpark across the road as no parking is permitted on 
site.  If you use the gym parking (not available Monday or Thursday mornings) it is important 
that you park on the left, next to the gym. You can printout the parking advice from our 
website (under the Courses tab) or write your own and leave on the dashboard of your car. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

