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This issue: 

 Next meeting 
 Help Days 
 New members 
 Bits and Bytes 
 Kate’s Take 
 Your Committee 
 Course details 
 Dawn’s Ramblings 

 
Our next Meeting,  

Friday 1st May 
at 10.00am 

 

St Andrews Church Centre 
Corner Ridge Rd and Vincent St 

The main entrance is in Vincent Street with parking in the grounds and 
disabled parking near the basement entrance. 

 

Visitors welcome 

This month Kate will be our early speaker and another 
Kate from Howick Business Association will be our main 
speaker. She will talk about Howick Village and the Mar-
ket Day and how all this is funded. 

 

 

3 NEW MEMBERS 
 

Sophia Russell 
Maureen Thorpe 
Sharyn Palmer 

 

 

MAY 

HELP DAYS 
 

 Tuesday   5th 1pm 
Wednesday 13th 10am 
Monday 18th 1pm 
Thursday 28th 10am 

SeniorNet (Pakuranga) Inc 
12 Ben Lomond Crescent, Pakuranga Auckland 2010 MAY 2026 

Telephone 09 576 4500 

Established in 1996 especially for Pakuranga, Howick and Botany residents 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
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 BITS & BYTES    Brian Erikson 

The future of SeniorNet Federation of New Zealand 

The SeniorNet Federation is holding its AGM and a series of seminars in Hamilton on 6th and 7th of 
May. I will attend as our voting representative. The Federation was established about 15 years ago 
when the then Telecom ceased sponsorship of Grant Sidaway, who had been selected from its own 
staff in 1995 to promote the idea of SeniorNet throughout New Zealand. It was based on like  
organisations in Australia and USA. Grant was very successful and became the coordination point for 
SeniorNet nationwide interests but was unable to attract additional sponsors as a single person. At 
the conclusion of the Telecom sponsorship Grant realised that a formal organisation would be  
required for the future and promoted the Federation as an Incorporated Society with each member 
being a local SeniorNet holding one vote for a committee to progress the federation’s interests. As a 
formal organisation, with wide New Zealand coverage, government and some businesses provide  
support and sponsorship. 

At the 2026 AGM and symposium one of the major items to be addressed is the future of the  
Federation. As with many voluntary organisations membership has declined, and the sponsors are 
questioning our “value” to them. In turn the Federation is questioning its value to members.  

Our contribution to the Federation is $3 annually per member on our roll (about $750) as well as the 
non-financial support of participation via committee representation. The Federation committee is a 
Chairperson and four members nominated from the South Island, Wellington up to but not including  
Taupo, Waikato to the Bombay Hills and the Upper North. Already Waikato has not nominated a  
committee representative for 2026. This committee endeavours to meet online and keep actual travel 
to a minimum. 

It continues the common focus for all local SeniorNets that existed when Grant Sidaway filled that 
role but as a legal entity is the only way that large organisations will take on sponsorship. 

It owns the SeniorNet Trademark in New Zealand. 

Our support from the Federation has been substantial in getting our new Incorporated Societies  
registration actioned. It funds part of the AGM and Symposium as well as the regional meetings  
arranged by the four federation reps. 

It funds and manages a web site that many prospective new members use to ask questions and locate 
us. It has a resource of training material contributed by each local SeniorNet. 

It developed and funds SeniorHangouts, the online meeting location for interest groups and training. 

Financially we get: 
• Public Liability Insurance fully funded. 
• Property Insurance at group rates, saving us about $1000 per annum. 
• Learner Hour support for the Help and Courses we run contributing about $900 per annum. 
 

I welcome any of your views on the Federations value, sent to brian@senpak.nz so these can be  
incorporated into the Futures workshop in May. It has accumulated funds to carry on for some years 
but may reach crisis point if any more committee places are unfilled. 

mailto:brian@senpak.nz
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Kate’s  Take       Kate Senner 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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Kate’s Take continued ... 
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C O M M I T T E E 
Chairman             Brian Erikson 

brian@senpak.nz 
 

Treasurer       Mervyn Coward 

mervyn@senpak.nz 
 

Secretary        Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

 

Membership Secretary          Robyn Carter 
robyn@senpak.nz 

 

Publicity          Warren Taylor 
warren@senpak.nz 

 

Course Co-ordinator         Mike Empson 
mike@senpak.nz 

 

Website Assistant           Keith Erikson 
keith@senpak.nz 

 

Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator       Maggie Burrill 
maggie@senpak.nz 

 

Asst Guest Speaker Co-Ordinator 
           fay @senpak.nz  Fay Mullins 

 

Newsletter Editor       Dawn Howarth 
dawn@senpak.nz 

mailto:brian@erikson.net.nz
mailto:g.fitzg14@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
mailto:robynandtc@clear.net.nz
mailto:aliceandwarren@woosh.co.nz
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:Maggiewb02@gmail.com
mailto:dawn@orcon.net.nz
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 To view all SeniorNet courses and timetable, click here 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/ 

WAIVER:  Some of our members voluntarily and willingly give help and advice to other members on matters relating to  
computers, associated equipment and software.  This includes information contained in the columns of this newsletter and  
other publications including our SeniorNet Website. This help or advice is taken solely at the recipient’s risk and imposes no 
responsibility or liability of any kind, either on those providing such help or advice, or the newsletter Editors or SeniorNet 
(Pakuranga) Inc. 

COURSE TIMETABLES, HELP DAYS AND 
COURSE BOOKING INFORMATION 

Another busy month has flown by.  I saw a sticker recently that said “The older you get the 
more you appreciate being at home doing absolutely nothing.”  Oh how I agree with that and 
Oh how I wish I could try it out.     I should be grateful I am fit and healthy enough to be busy.  
In fact one day this week I was wide awake really early (5am) and decided to get up at 6am 
and read the paper at leisure.  So I dressed, made breakfast and sat down with the Herald for 
a good long read.  Then when I looked at my watch and it was 20past so I rushed around, 
grabbed my gear and raced over to the pool for my 9am aquarobics class.  The trouble was 
when I arrived I discovered it was only 7.30, I was an hour early. So for the first time in 
probably 15 years, I swam 40 lengths (1 kilometre) before my class started.  I was so 
surprised, I didn’t think I could do that any more. My regular 6-8 lengths usually puffs me out.  
Believe me I was chuffed, then I did my class and that night I had the best sleep I have had in 
years.  Maybe exercise is the best sleeping pill. 

Keep smiling, keep coming to our meetings and sweet dreams to you all. 

Ramblings           Dawn Howarth 

A Letter to the Editor in the NZ Herald 
this week: 

 
Diesel and Water 
I bought diesel at BP Kapiti on the 
weekend for $3.74 a litre. 
I also bought a 750ml bottle of Pump 
water for $3.99. 
It’s a topsy-turvy world. 
The price of gas is almost as much 
as water. 

Jules Riding, Waikanae 
 
  How shocking and true is that ! 

http://www.senpak.nz/courses/
http://www.senpak.nz/courses/

